Languet   than I otherwise should have felt when I see

to Sidney their overthrow.

The Roman pontiff transforms himself into
every shape to prop his falling throne; but God
turns his wicked counsels to his ruin. From him,
and him alone, came the plan for executing the
nobles in Belgium, for that monstrous massacre
of so many innocent men in France, and for the
Polish elediion. But mark what profit these plots
have brought to the plotters, and to the princes
who follow them. When Alva came to Belgium,
he found everything in peace, the religion of the
Pope restored all over the land, and the country
abounding in wealth, from which his king was
drawing vast revenues. But adting on the per*
suasion that the religion of Rome could never
be established there, unless all those were re-
moved who seemed inclined to fall away, he
brought things to this pass, that Pope and Span-
iard are in no small danger of losing the country
altogether. Two years ago, France, as you
yourself, was in perfedt peace, and was begin-
ning to draw breath after all that bloodshed, and
to recover itself to a certain extent Our friends
were allowed to preach in some places, but the
whole administration was in the hands of the
Papists. Yet the Pope, not contented with this,
was the deviser of that notable plan for mak-
ing away with the poor remains of our friends,
such as survived all those wars and cruel defeats.
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